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Bud Elliot’s 

Gold Nugget 
Fine Gold Jewelry    Gold Wire Jewelry 
Jewelry Repair              Colored Stones 

Diamonds      Castings 
Prospecting Consulting 

     Bud & Helen Elliott                 I Buy Nuggets, 
     806-282-8194            Gold Finds, Scrap Gold 
     806-374-3168                       And Silver 

VALLE DE ORO 

DETECTORS 
Garrett  Fisher 

METAL DETECTOR & 

PROSPECTING SUPPLIES 
Amarillo, Texas 

(806) 381-5886 

 

The Prospectors Shop 
Est. 1981 

Authorized Dealer for 
Whites    Bounty Hunter  Teknetics 

 

Personal Training, Consultation  
& Recovery 

806­376­4091 
Toll Free 1­866­881­5056 

 
 

AMARILLO PROSPECTORS & 

 TREASURE HUNTERS ASSOCIATION 

President: JOHN LONDON 
First VP: DENNIS GEE, in charge of arranging for programs 
Second VP: RODNEY LAUBHAN, events coordinator 
Sec/Treasurer: KATHY BRAGG 
Board Members:KEITH FERGUSON, BUD ELLIOTT & Skip 
Kendrick 

This month's  drawing 
winners! 

Charles Myers won the 50/50 drawing 

Mark Davie, Bud Elliot and Clinton Struchen  
won the walking  Liberty half dollars 

Every month we have two drawings. A 50/50 
drawing for all attendees and a Blue ticket 
drawing for members only  

50% of the procedes from the 50/50 goes to 
the club. 

                                    Club News 

Welcome to the October 2008 edition of the Prospectors & 
Treasure Hunters Newsletter 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

The program for October was presented by Jim Nichols, Dennis Gee 
and John London. Jims demonstration was on cleaning coins using,  
baking soda, salt and boiling water. Dennis, using salt lemon juice, or 
white vinegar was able to clean natural gold. John used a rock tumbler, 
coarse grit blasting sand and water to clean common date coins  

Great job guys 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

At this month’s meeting, we  need to collect money for our hat order! 
Hats are $15 each. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The “Cowpunchers Club hunt” is on for Nov. 15th. This will be a paid 
hunt with home cooked included. The cost is $15 per hunter. The meal 
will consist of various types of chili, cooked by members. The cook’s 
names will not be revealed until hunt time. There will be a prize 
awarded to the best chili cook. We will also have a guest speaker 
during our lunch break. 
Don’t miss this one as it looks to be a great hunt.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
   The November meeting will be held @ 7:00 PM on Tuesday Nov. 11th 
@ 2200 W. 7th Street.  
This month JIM Nichols and John London will present “GPS methods” 
for prospectors and treasure hunters. 
 Don’t miss it! 
 
Board members meet @6:00. Please be there! 
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 The Pictures above are from   the clubs hunt at Ceta Canyon on Nov. 2, 2008.  

Club members gathered at the Ceta Canyon administration offices at 9:00 AM , for general information on the hunt area and lunch times. 

Almost immediately hunters’ added coin finds to their treasure pouches. There were reports of a few wheat cents and silver rings along with a lot of 
more modern coins. At 12:00 we gathered outside the dining area for show n tell and picture taking. We all enjoyed a lunch of “Chicken Fajitas”, beans, 
salad and iced tea. Our thanks to the hosts at Ceta canyon for the great meal. 

After lunch we all spread out across the property, looking for new areas. Several hunters moved to Ceta Glen and found good hunt territory. There was 
an abundance of coins and other interesting items found.  At around 4:00 PM we had another photo session and a good visit. 

All in all it was a very good and productive day. Group coin totals were about 461 total finds and 4 silver coins plus  ??? silver rings. The temperatures 
and weather conditions could not have been better.  We have plans for a December outing there and are hoping that our luck will hold. :o) 

Novembers’ plans include a Chili cook off and hunt at the “Cow Punchers” arena on the 15th. We will discuss the hunt at our meeting on Nov.11th.  

See you all at the meeting! 
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ATTENTION METAL DETECTOR USERS 
  
WHERE CAN YOU USE YOUR DETECTOR? 
  
National Forest and Federal Lands--Metal detecting is not allowed!! 
Only by special permit only, acquired from the federal government. 
Each Area has a district office. 
  
Corp of Engineer Lakes, Shoreline, and Lands--Permission has been granted 
 only on pre-disturbed sites, such as beaches and attached  
swimming areas. New Corp lakes and lands must be Ok' ed by main 
office of the Army Corp of Engineers.,  Each area has district office. 
  
State Parks and Lands--Some States Parks are open to metal detecting, yet 
some are not! We suggest that you check with the park ranger before 
attempting to use your detector. 
  
BLM-Bureau of Land Management Lands--Some areas of their lands are 
open for use of metal detecting, and some are not. We suggest that  
you contact their district office to check. 
  
City or County Park Lands--Most all are open to metal detecting 
unless notice is given by a sign or city ordinance. This Can be checked by contacting  
the Parks and Recreation Department in the city you wish to use your detector. 
  
Public School Grounds--Most all are open to metal detecting unless 
notice is given by a sign, city ordinance, law enforcement, or 
school employee. You can check with the school office first.  
  
Private Schools, Colleges and Academics--Must acquire permission!! You  
can check with their office first. Should be viewed the same as     
private property. 
  
Privately Owned Lands(Private Property)--Must acquire permission!! 
Permission is best gotten from the landowner. Also it is best to have  
that permission in witting. 
  
Historically Marked Lands or Sites--Metal detecting is not allowed. This  
site has already met what is necessary to become of historically  
significant and is so to preserve it's history. Must acquire  
permission from owner, in special cases. 
  
Remember, Permission is always the best way! Learn proper digging techniques and clean the area of debris, so those that follow 
may also get permission and won’t find the area closed. Be a good detectorists and help those that need your expertise. 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

KEY DATE COINS 
A key date coin is one of a series which is either scarce, rare, or much less common than most of the other dates in the 
series. When collectors or dealers pick through a large quantity of coins to form a complete date collection, it is always the 
"key date" which they find hardest to get. A key date coin is also usually the lowest mintage of the denomination or series. 

SEMI KEY DATES 
Some dates are not quite as scarce as others, but still not as common as most dates, and these are often referred as semi‐
key dates. 

 



  4

Below is a list of some of the more popular issue key date coins. 

INDIAN HEAD CENTS (1859­1909) 
1909‐S ONE CENT ‐ INDIAN HEAD The 1909‐S Indian Head Cent has THE lowest mintage of the entire series (at 309,000 
pieces, the mintage is less than half that of the revered 1877 Indian Head Cent). Collectors love this date not only for its 
rarity but because it is one of only two dates struck at the San Francisco Mint (the other being the 1908‐S). 1909 was the 
last year of production for the Indian Head Cent and fore‐sighted collectors saved many nice examples, thus keeping the 
price of Uncirculated examples reasonable relative to their rarity. Many counterfeit examples of this date exist, so 
certification is a must. 

LINCOLN WHEAT CENTS (1909­1958) 
1909‐S V.D.B. LINCOLN CENT The 1909‐S V.D.B. Penny has long been considered one of the key dates in the series, filling 
the dreams of collectors young and old. While the mintage of 484,000 may seem high compared to many other American 
rarities, one must understand that there are millions of people who collect Lincoln Head Cents. There are simply not 
enough 1909‐S VDB Pennies to satisfy all of the collector demand. 

BUFFALO HEAD NICKELS (1913­1938) 
1937‐D "Three Legged" Buffalo Nickel A rare Three‐Legged version was created when Mint personnel over‐polished an 
already worn die. 

MERCURY HEAD DIMES (1916­1945) 
1916‐D Mercury Head Dime This is the key to the series with a mintage of 264,000 and it is eagerly sought after in all 
grades. 

STANDING LIBERTY QUARTERS (1916­1930) 
1916‐P Standing Liberty Quarter This is the key and is very scarce as a circulation strike with a mintage of 52,000. Proofs 
are extremely rare and have a satin, slightly matte finish. 

WASHINGTON QUARTERS (1932­1998) 
1932‐D Washington Quarter This is the key to this series with a mintage of 436,800, although all of the 1932 quarters are 
semi keys. 

WALKING LIBERTY HALF DOLLARS (1916­1947) 
1916‐S Walking Liberty Half Dollar This is the key to the series with a mintage of 508,000, although all of the 1916 
Walking Liberty Half Dollars are semi keys. 

MORGAN SILVER DOLLARS (1878­1921) 
1893‐S Morgan Silver Dollar This scarce 1893‐S Morgan Silver Dollar is the key to the series with a mintage of 100,000 and 
is rare in all grades. 

AMERICAN SILVER EAGLES (1986­PRESENT) 
1995‐W Proof Silver Eagle ‐ This 1995‐W Proof Silver Eagle is the key to the series with a mintage of 30,125 

 
 
 
 
 

 


